This cavity passed backwards to the transverse processes of the two upper cervical vertebrse, which were completely denuded of their periosteum. The abscess also passed down the neck for fully three inches, along the course of and behind the pharynx. In its upper portion the soft parts had been completely destroyed in a direction outwards as far as the skin, corresponding to the part where the neck was scarified. The internal carotid artery ran through the abscess, and from the carotid foramen at the base of the skull for about half an inch downwards it had sloughed completely through. The upper part of the healthy vessel found to be occluded by a clot formed partly of coagulated blood, and partly of the sloughed wall of the vessel itself.
